SurvivorsFor = Solutions

May 6, 2025

The United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Thom Tillis and Senator Chris Coons,

As a patient and the founder of Survivors for Solutions, an advocacy organization that works to protect
the medical innovations that give people hope, | want to thank you for reintroducing the bipartisan
Promoting and Respecting Economically Vital American Innovation Leadership Act (PREVAIL) and Patent
Eligibility Restoration Act (PERA). These vital pieces of legislation will protect patients by enacting
essential reforms to safeguard their continued access to future treatments and cures.

As a multiple sclerosis (MS) survivor who has been fortunate to have access to several breakthrough
treatments in the more than three decades I've been living with my disease, | understand firsthand the
impact of medical innovation. At the time of my diagnosis, there was not a single medication available to
slow my disease’s progression. | credit America’s life sciences pipeline and the intellectual property rights
that incentivize new development for my independence, career, and family. | speak for myself and for
many other patients across the country when | say that any threats to patent protections and, therefore,
medical innovation, are extremely discouraging and disheartening.

Unfortunately, such threats run rampant in our current system. Inefficiencies with the Patent Trial and
Appeal Board (PTAB) have made it a breeding ground for the challenging of patents on drugs resulting
from research and development programs. Duplicative intellectual property disputes threaten years of
research into breakthrough treatments or medical devices that could have a ripple of negative effects on
care delivery. Additionally, these threats create additional uncertainty that disincentivizes innovators
from investing time and resources in future developments. Thankfully, the PREVAIL Act would implement
reforms to protect intellectual property and ensure that our nation has a fair patent system that fosters
innovation of life-changing medications and cures.

Furthermore, PERA would also protect the patent system by helping to clarify the law in light of various
court decisions that make it more difficult for American innovators to invest in the critical research and
development ventures from which so many patients are downstream. We cannot allow the uncertainty
and restraints established by court decisions to run the risk of discouraging this innovation or, even
worse, driving it to other countries more receptive to issuing patents on these innovations, putting these
cures further out of reach for American patients. Instead, we must unleash the innovation flywheel,
starting by ensuring researchers and inventors know the ecosystem exists in a policy framework that will
protect the intellectual property (IP) of groundbreaking innovations and reward their contributions.

As | know from personal experience, the value of the hope that breakthrough treatments provide to
patients cannot be overstated. Passing the PREVAIL and PERA Acts would restore this hope by halting
unnecessary threats to medical innovation. As any patient, particularly one struggling with a rare,
chronic, or life-threatening illness will tell you, there is nothing more powerful than the hope for the
development of a cure for their condition. | urge you to continue your push to prioritize these patients



and their hope by protecting innovation and working with your colleagues to pass the PREVAIL and PERA
Acts swiftly.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

John Czwartacki

Founder and Chairman of Survivors for Solutions
www.survivorsforsolutions.org




